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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


iiiiiii^^^ 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


September  4,  1953 
Letter  No.  576 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

L:  1  B  rt  A  R  Y 
PliaBEN'T  SERIAL  RECORD 

SEP  14  1953'^ 

Dear  Radio  Farm  Director:  *  I 

From  time  to  time  -we  mggt±TO-''%h»~4ejJ.iiie„ . t l^gft  has  taken  place 
in  U.       farm  exports ♦    This  decline  has  been  an  important  factor  in  the 
drap  in  farm  pr,ices  —  the  build-up  of  excess  reserves  —  and  resulting 
adjustment  programs  such  as  v^eat  marketing  quotas.    It*s  the  reason  for 
USDA's  expanded  efforts  to  build  foreign  markets  on  a  permanent  basis. 

Today  we.  have  some  new  figures  that  show  the  magnitude  of  this 
drop  in  exports.  U*  S.  agricultural  exports  in  June  —  the  latest  month 
for  Y^ich  figures  are  complete  —  amounted  "to  only  $196,193,000.  That's 
11  percent  below  Ub.y         20  percent  below  June  1952» 

At  the  same  time  exports  of  non-agricultural  products  declined 
only  3  percent  compared  with  the  preceding,  month,  and  were  actually  29 
percent  higher  than  in  June  a  year  earlier.    In  June  of  1952  agricultural 
products  constituted  21  percent  of  the  total  outvjard  movement;  in  June  of 
195S  the  share  had  fallen  to  14  percent. 

On  a  dollar-value  basis,  cotton  exports  continued  to  hold  first 
place  among  farm  products  in  June,  but  they  were  25  percent  below  June  of 
1952.    ViTheat  and  wheat  flour  remained  in  second  position  but  were  55  percent 
below  June  of  a  year  b'efore.    Com  and  tobacco  both  declined  from  the  month 
before  but  showed  increases  over  June  1952* 

Now  here's  the  total  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  and  it's  a  real 
change  from  earlier  years.    Total  agricultural  exports  for  the  fiscal  year 
1952-53  amounted. in  value  to  $2.8  billion.-  That  compares  with  the  all-time 
record  of  slightly  over  $4  billion  tl-ie  year  before  and  an  average  of  |3.5 
billion  for  the  past  5  years. 

New  Advisory  Commissjon^Meeting  Here 

The  new  National  Agricultural  Advisory  Commission  is  meeting  here 
today,  and  has  emother  session  planned  for  tomorrow.    It  reports  to  Secretary 
Benson.    He  mailed  you  on  Thursday  the  names  of  the  15  persons  who  have  been 
named  to  the  Commission;  three  additional  members  will  be  named  later.  The 
new  Commission  is  permanent  —  it  replaces  the  14-man  interim  advisory  commit;* 
tee. 
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Roberts  Is  Mew  Administrative  Assistant  Secretary 

The  appointment  of  Ralph  S,  Roberts  as  Administrative  Assistsuit 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  '.vas  announced  this  week»    ilr.  Roberts,  a  Govern* 
ment  employee  since  1928,  has  been  DBDA's  Director  of  Finance  and  Budget 
Officer  since  1949 •    He  succeeds  Richard  D«  Aplin,  resigned. 

As  Administrative  Assistant  Secretary,  Mr.  Roberts  becomes  chief 
administrative  officer  for  the  Department.    You'll  recall  that  this  posi- 
tion v;as  provided  for  under  the  reorganization  plan  approved  by  Congress 
in  early  Jime,    It  is  particularly  important  to  us  —  and  to  RFD's  be- 
cause the  v;ork  of  the  Office  of  Information  comes  under  it.    Also  the 
Offices  of  Budget  and  Finance,  Personnel,  Plant  eind  Operations,  Library, 
and  Hearing  Examiners. 

Joseph  C.  V/heeler,  Deputy  Director,  succeeds  Mr.  Roberts  as 
Director  of  Finance  and  Budget  Officer. 

In  another  change  announced  this  week,  John  C.  Davis,  Admin- 
istrative assistant  to  Secretary  Benson,  returned  to  his  position  as  farm 
editor  of  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer.    Hov/ever,  he'll  remain  here  in  the 
Plain  Dealer's  Washington  Bureau  and  will  serve  as  a  special  consultant  to 
the  advisory  committee  on  the  Office  of  Information. 

■It  •  . 

1/Iixed  Feed  Included  Again  in  Emergency  Drought  Program 

The  Department  announced  this  week  th^  CCC  corn  and  cottonseed 
meal  will  be  made  available  to  feed  mixers  and  distributors  at  prices  that 
will  enable  them  to  sell  mixed  feed  to  eligible  farmers  and  ranchers  in 
designated  drought  disaster  areas  at  reduced  prices. 

The  program  is  similar  to  one  announced  by  the  Department  on  Jxily 
24  and  later  rescinded  (August  6)  when  the  CCC  was  informed  that  the  50  per- 
cent reduction  in  freight  rates  allowed  on  shipments  of  CCC-ovmed  corn, 
wheat,  oats,  and  cottonseed  meal  or  pellets  for  eligible  farmers  or  ranchers 
would  not  apply  to  any  shipments  of  these  commodities  to  feed  mixers.  Under 
the  new  program,  purchases  of  corn  and  cottonseed  meal  will  be  shipped  by 
feed  mixers  at  the  full  railroad  tariff  rates,  with  the  freight  cost  in 
effect  shared  by  CCC  and  the  feed  mixers  through  a  reduction  in  the  CCC  sales 
prices,  to  feed  mixers. 

School  Lunch  Funds  Apportioned 

Apportionment  of  funds  to  States  and  Territories  for  operation  of 
the  National  School  Lunch  Program  during  the  1953-54  school  year  was  announced 
this  week.    More  than  80  percent  of  the  total  appropriation  ($83,365,000)  has 
been  apportioned  among  the  48  States,  D.  C,  and  the  Territories  and  possession? 

The  funds  are  apportioned  among  the  states.  Territories,  and  possess- 
ions on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  school  children  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  seventeen,  inclusive,  and  the  per  capita  income.  || 
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Farmers*  Cash  Receipts  Off  6^  in  First  Eight  Months 

Farmers  received  about  $17»7  billion  from  marketings  in  th©  first 
eight  months  of  1953       6  percent  less  than  a  year  ago#   Average  prices  were 
do^vn  about  10  percent  but  the  volume  of  marketings  was  a  little  larger* 
Receipts  from  livestock  and  products  were  fll  billion  —  '7  percent  below 
the  same  period  in  1952,    Receipts  were  down  13  percent  on  .meat  animals 
and  5  percent  for  dairy  products.    They  were  up  11  percent  for  poultry  and 
eggs.    Crop  receipts  were  4  percent  below  last  year  at  |6,7  billion. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention,,,  - 

We  mailed  you  Secretary  Benson's  talk  at  Mineral  Springs,  S,  C», 
Tuesday,    Also  bridfed  it  for  attachment  to  this  letter. 

We've  sent  you  stories  on  the  new  national  leader  for  extension 
work  vdth  Negro  farm  families,  the  turkey  industry  advisory  committee's 
report,  the  change  in  regulations  on  shipment  of  hogs  fed  cooked  garbage, 
USDA  efforts  to  expand  the  Asian  market  for  U,  S,  cotton,  the  deadline  for 
applications  for  grain  storage  use  guarantees,  and  a  warning  service  to  aid 
control  of  four  crop  diseases,  » 

Civilitation  Can  be  Judged  by  its  Homes 

Quotable  quotes  from  the  talk  by  Director  of  Extension  C,  M« 
Ferguson  before  members  of  the  National  Home  Demonstration  Council  in  Boston 
Wednesday: 

"Perhaps  we  might  ask  v/hat  major  contribution  you  have  made  in 
the  America  of  today  —  the  America  that  is  the  hope  and  the  strength  of  the 
free  world?    The  answer  that  comes  to  me  is  the  way  you  have  created  better 
homes  and  better  family  living, , .homes- where  children  grow  to  adulthood  . 
with  faith  in  God;  homes  where  youth  develops  faith  to  face  the  future;  homes 
where  initiative,  courage  and  respect  for  the  rights  of  individuals  are 
empha-sized  and  practiced, 

"A  civilization  can  be  judged  hy  its  homes  and  its  family  living. 

"America's  greatest  resource  is  its  people.    Other  areas  of  the 
earth  have  physical  resources  comparable  to  those  of  the  United  States,  yet 
the  standard  of  living  of  such  areas  lags  far  behind  ours.    There  are  many 
reasons  for  this.    But  when  you  boil  them,  down  it  seems  to  me  the  basic  reason 
for  American  progress  on  the  farm,  in  industry,  and  in  other  walks  of  life 
is  that  we  value  individual  initiative*    The  individual  is  important.  America 
is  a  Nation  of  individuals  who  know  how  to  work  together, 

*'I;IilHdns  of  homemakers  are  being  reached^    But  we  need  to  do  an 
even  better  job  of  reaching  them.    Mass  media,  including  television,  is 
reaching  many  who  are  not  reached  on  a  face-to-face  basis," 
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liletTfork  Farm  and  Home  Sho^vs  September  13 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Hoim  Hour .# .Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  2:00  p»m«  EDT.    "USDa  Headlines  from  Y^ashington."    This  viill  observe 
the  25th  anniversary  of  the  National  Fanri  and  Home  Hour.  •  .a  full-hour  show 
telling  tiie  story  of  the  program's  growth  and  development,  mth  a  number 
of  gi;©st  stars, 

ABC  American  Farmer ,Satur day  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p»m» 
EDT*    "Top  of  the  Farm  Nev;s"  from  USDA#    The  feature  will  be  an  interview 
on  the  school  lunch  program  v;ith  Leonard  Trainer,  Director  of  the  Food 
Distribution  Branch  of  Pi,ia« 

CBS  Radio  Fanri  ilews. •  .Saturday  originating  3':30  to  3:45  p»m«  EDT 
with  Claude  iiahoney. 

Among  Ourselves  — 

Elton  Tait  of  Penn  State  mil  be  on  hand  during  the  S8th  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Association  of  County  Agricultural  Agents  at  the 
Benjamin  Franklin  Hotel,  Philadelphia,  to  help  out  with  radio  and  television 
coverage.    The  dates  are  Oct.  11-15.    Arrangements  are  being  made  to  set  up 
a  pressroom  near  the  registration  desk. 

0\xc  visitors  this  week  included: 

Sam  Reck  from  Hew  Jersey;  he's  neck  deep  in  plans  for  the  North- 
eastern Regional  AAACE  meeting  in  Baltimore,  J/Iarch  28-31,  1954.  The  RFD's 
will  be  invited  to  meet  jointly  with  that  group. 

Ray  Reiman  of  Iowa    State  College. . .who* s  working  with  Cap  Bentley 
in  the  market  news  setup  at  WOI . 

Paul  L.  Fisher  of  UTI'/iRC  Greenville,  S.  Car.    Paul  holds  down  a 
full-time  teaching  job  at  Furman  University  in  addition  to  his  noon-time 
radio  farm  show. 

Sincerely, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosures: 
Farm  Real  Estate  Market 


attacei.3:ot 


Excerpts  from  Principles       Wisdom  —  Hope,  and  Address  by  Secretary  Benson 
Before  the  Darlington  County  Agricultural  Society,  Mineral  Springs,  S«  C^, 
Tuesday,  Sept.  1,  1955. 

.  If  we  apply  the  principle  of  economic  freedom  to  farm  problems,  we 
T/ill  seek  a  minimum  of  governmental  restrictions  and  a  maximum  of  individual 
and  group  action. 

,  If  we  apply  the  principle  of  reverence  for  the  land  to  agriculture, 

we  will  view  our  relationship  to  the  soil  as  one  of  stewardship  rather  than 
absolute  ovmers.hip.    Here  is  the  basis  for  really  effective  conservation  and 
soil-building.  .   .     .  • 

If  we  apply  the  principle  of  brotherhood  to  agriculture,  we  will 
continually  examine  our  programs  to  make  sure  that  they  are  serving  the 
entire  people  as  well  as  they  should.         *  ' • 

And  there  is  another  side  to  the  coin.    Non-farm  people,  applying 
these  principles  in  turn,  will  viev;  farm  policies  in  proper  perspective. 
They  will  see  the  need  for  adequate  programs  of  storage  and  price  support, 
so  as  to  protect  our  national  food  and  fiber  supply,  guard  levels  of  farm 
living,  and  provide  for  greater  stability  of  farm  income. 

They  will  see  aid  to  agriculture  in  its*  true  perspective  alongside 
the  programs  of  aid  to  certain  other  segments  of  the  econonry. 

They  will  appreciate  that  the  high'  cost  of  living  is  not  primarily 
attributable  to  agriculture.    They  will  learn  that  while  the  cost  of  food 
stays  high,  or  even  increases,  farm  prices  and  farm  income  have  been  fann- 
ing.   They  will  learn  that  the  farmer  now  gets  only  44  cents  out  of  the 
consumer's  food  dollar.  •  ■ 

Our  present  programs  do  not  help  the  farmer  earn  too  much  income. 
He  earns  too  little.    The  average  income  of  farm  persons  is  less  than  half 
as  much  as  the  average  income  of  non-farm  people  --  in  this  great  Southeast 
it  is  far  less  than  half.    We  must  set  our  sights  higher  in  agriculture. 
We  must  get  into  the  full  stride  of  our  national  progress,  so  that  farmers 
and  their  families  may  have  their  full  fair  share  of  the  material  things 
which  contribute  to  health,  comfort,  and  happiness.    This  objective  is  in 
the  national  interest. 

Neither  do  I  believe  that  our  present  farm  programs  give  the 
farmer  too  much  security.    They  give  him  too  little,    '/e  all  know  that  the 
farmer  has  more  than  his  portion  of  business  risks.    The  weather  is  just 
the  beginning  of  them.    The  prices  of  his  products  are  subject  to  extremely 
wide  swings  both  upwsird  and  dovmward.    If  there  is  only  a  slight  shortage, 
prices  rise  sharply;  if  there  is  only  a  slight  excess,  prices  fall  pain- 
fully lov/.    In  boom  times,  the  fanner  is  unable  to  hold  his  labor  against 
the  competition  of  industrial  employment.    In  recession,  his  prices  drop 
much  faster  than  his  costs  of  production.    These  are  the  hard  facts  of  life 
for  those  of  us  who  know  what  it  is  to  wrest  our  living  from  the  soil. 


I  see  great  merit  in  the  opinion  often'  expressed  by  Southern 
agricultural  leaders  that  farmers  operate  in  an  economy  where  other  groups. 
hav»  income  or  price  protection  —  and  therefore  agriculture  should  be 
entitled  to  vote  production  control  programs  on  basic,  storable  copmodities 
and-  to  received  price  support  accordingly,  so  long  as  the  program  serves 
the  general  v;elfare. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  aim  sure  you  agree  with  me  that  we  should 
not  pile  up  huge  excesses  of  food  in  storage  v/hen  it  could,  and  should,  go 
into  stomachs  --  that  v/e  should  not  accumulate  vastly  excessive  stocks  of 
fibers  at  the  expense  of  the  public.    Neither  should  vje  price  our  products 
out  of  normal  markets, 

here  such  conditions  exist,  ?/e  would  be  derelict  in  our  duty  if 
we  did  not  seek  improvements.    But  let  it  be  very  clear  that  seeking  improve 
ments  in  farm  programs  does  not  mean  seeking  lov/er  prices  or  lower  income 
for  farmers. 

We. are  working  along  this  line  in  V7hat  I  believe  is  probably  the 
biggest  coc^rdinated  effort  ever  made  to  get  a  voluntary  democratic  evalua- 
tion of  the  farm  j)rogramB, 

We  have  already  progressed  far  enough  in  this  reviev/  to  learn 
that  no  single  solution  is  appropriate  for  all  commodities.    For  some  farm 
products,  such  as  tobacco,  the  present  program  seems  to  be  working  well;  for 
others,  improvements  appear  necessary^  and  practicable.    For  some  commodities 
many  authorities  feel  that  a  tY/o-j«*ice  plan  has  promise.    In  any  event,  this 
and  all  other  possibilities  v;ill  be  thoroughly  studied. 

We  must,  and  we  shall,  improve  the  price  programs  to  provide' both 
adequate  protection  and  adequate  incentives  for  our'  agriculture. 

But  we  cannot  solve  our  program  problems  by  prejudice,  nor  by 
partisanship,  nor  by  political  expediency.    V,e  can  solve  them  only  through 
the  application  of  sound  principles. 


RFO  LETTCH 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Deportment  of  Agriculture 

L- 1  B  R '  A  P  Y  i  ■ 
«  SEPi  n953 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


September  11,  1953 
Letter  No,  577 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


N6v:  horizons  in  the  use  of  antibiotics  A^?ere  opened  this  week 
v/ith  two  announcements  by  Department  of  Agriculture  scientists # 

First,  on  Thursday/  three  Beltsville  scientists  reported  evidence 
that  an  applied  antibiotic  moves  through  plants  and  v/ill  control  bacterial 
•disease.    They  told  how  streptomycin  may  be  used  as  a  systemic  bactericide 
that  can  move  through  bean  plants  in  .sufficient  amount  to  control  halo 
blight.    In  other  tests,  plants  sho-A'ing  severe  blight  symptoms  were  cured 
by  dipping  the  leaves  and  stems  in  a  .05  percent  solution  of  the  anti- 
biotic.   These  tests  were'  reported  by  Dr.  J.  W.  l>i[itcJfiell ,  Dr.  IV.  J. 
Zaumeyer,  and  77,  H,  Preston  at  the  American  Institute  of  Biological  scien- 
ces in  Madison,  Wise.    The  tests  are  .not  at  a  stage  y,here  these  treatments 
can  be  recommended  for  field  use. 

The  second  announcement  v:as  made  today  rhen  it  was  reported  that 
experiments  have  shovm  possibilities  for  successful  use  of  antibotics  for 
preserving  prepackaged  spinach  (and  possibly  other  market  vegetables) 
against  the  quickly  destructive  bacterial  soft  rots.    Dr,  Wilson  Smith, 
USDA  pathologist,  made  the  report  before  the  American  Chemical  Society  in 
Chicago,    He  gave  details  of  tests  that  showed  hov;  he  had  increased  the 
shelf  life  of  packaged  spinach  at  room  temperature  by  a  pre-harvest  or 
post-harvest  treatment  T;ith  a  diluted  solution  of  streptomycin.  These 
have  no  immediate  commercial  application  becaiise  antibiotics  are  now 
considered  adulterants  if  present  in  or  on  foods,  but  the  new  method  offers 
possibilities  for  controlling  vegetable  market  disease  previously  uncontroll. 
able.  • 

Crop  Report  in  Brief 

Com  crop  prospects  declined  about  3 1-  percent  during  August 
because  of  extremely  hot  and  dry  weather.    The  crop,  nov;  forecast  at  3«2 
bill  ion  bushels , should  be  3  percent . below  1952  but  6  percent  above  average. 
Prospects  also  declined  for  soybeans  and  spring  grains  but  improved  signifi- 
cantly for  dotton,  sorghum  and  peanuts.    The  cotton  crop  is  forecast  at 
15,159,000  bales.    All-crop  production  is  expected  to  be  the 'third  largest 
in  history,  behind  1948  and  1952, 
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Joint  Grasslands  Meeting  Held  Here 

The  National  Grasslands  Steering  Committee  and  the  National 
Fertilizer  Committee  met  in  joint  session  here  Thursday©    The  State 
people  present  were  Extension  Directors  L.  E»  Hoffman  of  Indiana,  U« 
Pickrell  of  Arizona,  H»  R,  Albrecht  of  Pennsylvania,  Clay  Lyle  of 
Mississippi,  M,  A,  Anderson  of  Iowa,  G,  M.  Worrilow  of  Delaware,  D.  W, 
Watkins  of  South  Carolina,  and  G.  H»  Starr  of  Wyoming,  and  State  Experi- 
ment Station  Directors  R.  D,  Lewis  of  Texas,  D.  R#  Sieling  of  Massach- 
setts,  H«  E«,  Uyers  of  Kansas,  R.  M»  Cummings  of  North  Carolina,  N.  J» 
Volk  of  Indiana,  P.  S,  Eckert  of  Arizona,  and  G.  F«  Dow  of  Maine. 

Oral  reports  presented  by  these  folks  showed  there  is  an  in- 
creasing awareness  of  the  need  for  breeding  grass  and  legume  varieties 
that  are  more  resistant  to  drought.    There  was  agreement  also  that  more 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  possibilities  of  irrigated  pasture  and 
hayland,  to  carrying  capacity  of  rangeland,  to  grass  as  a  labor-saving 
crop,  and  to  grass  as  a  crop  for  acreage  taken  out  of  wheat • 

Actions  to  Aid  Orderly  Lamb  Marketing 

To  aid  in  the  orderly  marketing  of  lambs.  Secretary  Benson 
announced  Thursday  that  grazing  on  lands  administered  by  the  Forest  Ser- 
vice would  be  extended  up  to  15  days  upon  request  of  those  holding  grazing 
permits  and  where  the  supply  of  forage  is  sufficient.    The  15-day.  exten- 
sion will  allow  sheep  to  remain  on  many  national  forest  ranges  in  the 
Rocky  Mountain  area  until  the  end  of  September,  after  which  increp-sed  con- 
sumer'buying  of  lamb  usually' takes  place. 

Recent  rains  in  western  grazing  areas  have  helped  promote  forage 
growth.    Rains  also  have  improved  wheat  pastures.    Consequently,  demand  for 
feeder  lambs  should  increase,  and  the  need  for  marketing  lambs  for  slaughter 
should  decline, 

You^ll  recall  that  late  last  week  Secretary  Benson  advised  sheep 
producers  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  a  rush  of  lambs  to  market  at  this 
time.    Receipts  were  much  lighter  this  week,  and  lamb  prices  advanced 
to  <1;>3  for  the  week  after  falling  for  about  six  v/eeks, 

Puerto  Rico  Study  Just  Published 

A  new  SCO-page  book  by  Nathan  Koenig  ]:ias  just  been  published  by 
the  Department  in  cooperation  with  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico,.  It's 
"A  Comprehensive  Agricultural  Program  for  Puerto  Rico,"  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents  at  vl,75. 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention.., 

Vve  mailed  you  Under  Secretary  Morse's  talk  at  Memphis  Thursday, 
Also  a  release  on  a  potato  industry  group  scheduled  to  meet  here  Oct,  22-23 
and  a  report  on  the  emergency  livestock  feed  and  loan  program. 

Watch  for.,  »  ,    '  .  .  .. 

Secretary  Benson's  talk  next  Saturday,  Sept,  19,  at  the  National 
Plowing  Matches,  Eau  Claire,  ?/iso» 


New  TV  Handbook  Off  the  Press 


The  new  TV  handbook,  "Television  for  You  —  a  Handbook  for 
Extension  Agents,"  is  now  off  the  press •    This  24-page  booklet  is  a 
companion  to  "Making  Radio  Work  for  You"  which  was  published  last  year. 
It  was  written  especially  for  county  extension  agents  but  should  be 
useful  to  many  others  as  well» 

Joe  Tonkin  and  Alice  Skelsey  wrote  it  with  the  collaboration 
of  the  Radio  and  Television  Committee  of  AAACE,  several  television  farm 
directors,  program  directors,  and  others.    Some  of  the  methods  were 
developed  in  our  TV  research  under  the  Research  and  I^larketing  Act« 
We  think  it  answers  a  growing  need  with  the  rapidly  increasing  use  of 
television  by  people  who  have  farm  and  home  stories  to  tell*    Let  us 
laaow  if  you  want  a  copy. 

More  Dry  Milk  Offered  for  Donation 

The  Department  this  week  made  availa'ble  an  additional  50  million 
pounds  of  nonfat  dry  milk  solids  for  donation  to  U.S»  private  welfare 
agencies  for  distribution  to  needy  persons  in  the  U»S*-  and  in  foreign 
countries.    One  hundred  million  pounds  v;as  made  available  in  May  from 
USDA  stocks  acquired  in  the  price  support  program* 

Through  August  28,  more  than  52  million  pounds  of  nonfat  dry 
milk  solids  had  been  ordered  by  16  U»S,  private  welfare 'agencies  for 
distribution  to  needy  persons  in  34  foreign  countries*    In  addition, 
these  agencies  have  been  allocated  an  additional  30  million  pounds  and 
have  estimated  that  nearly  50  million  more  pounds  could  be  distributed  by 
their  organizations,  • 

Farm  Employment  Up  About  a  Half  Million 

Farm  employment,  at  11,283,000  during  the  last  week  in  August, 
was  about  a  half  million  more  than  a  month  earlier.    The  increase  was 
entirely  in  the  number  of  family  workers  since  the  number  of  hired  workers 
was  a  little  lees  than  last  month.    Much  of  the  increase  too^  place  in 
the  East  South  Central  States  where  farm  employment  increased  37  percent. 
Increased  employment  in  cotton  picking  and  somewhat  earli^  cutting  of 
tobacco  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  responsible  for  the  chajige. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shovjs  September  19 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour ,Satur day  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p,m,  EDT.    "USDA  Headlines  from  Washington,"  The  feature  will 
be  from  WEAU,  Eau  Claire,  ?/isc.,  covering  the  National  Plowing  iiatches, 

ABC  American  Farmer, , .Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00 
p,m,  EDT,    "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA,    The  feature  will  be  an 
interview  with  Governor  Cap  Arnold  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration  on 
the  "Production  Credit  Association," 

CBS  Radio  Farm  News,, .Saturday  originating  3:30  to  3:45  p,m, 
EDT.  with  Claude  Mahoney,     Featured  will  be  a  report  from  Harry  Martin  WFBM 
Indianapolis  on  a  flying  trip  of  Hoosier  farmers  to  inspect  lovm  farms. 


Among  0ur8elves»,» 


Word  comes  that  Bob  Murdoch  of  KTBB  Tyler,  Tex#,  has  been 
named  Executive  Director  of  the  East  Texas  Agricultural  Council,  a 
member  ship- supported  organization  dedicated  to  the  agricultural 
development  of  East  Texas,    For  the  past  2^  years.  Bob  has  served 
simultaneously  as  associate  director  of  the  Council,  farm  netvs 
columnist  for  Tyler  daily  newspapers,  and  associate  manager  of  the 
East  Texas  Fair,  in  addition  to  his  RFD  duties ,    He  til  continue  as 
RFD  at  KTBB,  and  also  will  keep  on  with  his.  farm  news  writing.- 

We  were  glad  to  see  Herb  Plambeck's  smiling  face  in  the 
Iov;a  Soil  Districts  and  Watersheds  Bulletin  for  August.    Herb  had  a 
good  article  , in  that  issue  on  the  history  of  state  and  national  soil 
conservation  field  days.    Also  there  was  an  article  paying  tribute 
to  Herb's  contributions  in  the  conservation  field. 

The  list  of  slidefilms  available  from  the  Department  has 
been  revised*.  ..If  you  haven't  received  a  copy  and  need'  one,  let  us 
know,.   It's  Agriculture  Handbook  No.  17,  "Slidefilms  of  the  USDA" 
(Revised  .July  1953),  -        '  ' 

We're  looking  -forward  to  seeing  some  of  the  brethem  next 
week  when  they  come  in  for  a  meeting  of  Secretary  Benson's  advisory 
committee  on  information  services.    That  meeting  is  scheduled  for 
Thursday,  the  17th. 

Two  4-.H  Club  members  will  be  interviewed  on  the  Voice  of 
Firestone  simulcast  next  Monday  evening  (September  14) -at  8:30  EDT  by 
Raymond  C,  Firestone*    They  are  Ann  Abbott  of  Indianapolis,  Ind,,  and 
Henry  Holloway  of  Darlington,  Md,    W,  Fire&tone  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  National  Committee "on  Boys  and  Girls  Club 
Work,  _  . 

Sincerely, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosure  s 
Beef  Recipes       .      .  ^  ■  •     •  •  ' 

Report  of  VE  Developments        '    \  - 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information-U  S. Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Eadio  Farm  Director: 


SEp-2  5^253 


September  16,  1953 
Letter  No.  578 


T^-renty  years  ago- tomori'ov  ■-- "on  September  19,  1933  —  the  first 
Production  Credit  Association,  received  its  charter.    It  i^as  at  Ghampai{in, 
111.,  and  Cap  .'\rnold,  the  present  Governor  of  the  Farm  Credit  Administration, 
helped  to  organize  it,  . 

At  the  time  the  Champaign  PCA  was  set  up,  all  the  "borrowing  mem- 
bers the  system  then  had  belonged  to  that  one  association.    Nov,  there  are 
500  PCA's  with  ^80,000  members,  serving  every  agricultural  section  of  .  the 
country. 

Mr.  .Arnold  points  out  that  during  the  20  years  since  the  PCA' 
system  began,  farming  has  come  to  require  more  and  more  cash  for  efficient 
operation.    For  . this  reason- the  development  of  the  cooperative  short-term 
farm  credit  system  has  been  extremely  important  to  farmers. 

T^TO  hundred  eighty-four  of  the  500  PCA*s  are  now  entirely  owned 
by  their  borrower-members^    The  remaining  2l6  are  moving  rapidly  toward 
the  time  when  they  too  will  be  entirely  owned  by  the  farmers  who  get  credit 
through  them.    The  new  Federal  Farm  Credit  Act  of  1953,  signed  by  the  ■ 
President  a  few  weeks  ago,  provides  recommendations  looking  toward  this 
objective.    Under  that  act,  the  FCA  is  again  to  be  independent. 

Progress  in  VE  Eradication 

Laws  have  been  enacted  or' regulations  promulgated  in  ^1  states  to 
require  the  cooking: of  garbage  before  it  is  fed  to  swine  and  to  control  the 
intrastate  movement  of  garbage -fed  swine  as  part  of  the  vesicular  exanthema 
eradication  program.    States  in  which  such  steps  have  not  been  taken  are 
Arkansas,  California,  New  I^xico,  New  Jersey,  North  Dakota,  Rhode  Island, 
and  Vermont , 

This  legislation  provides  the  tools  with  which  the  various  States 
can  carry  out  effective  preventive  measures^    One  of  the  most  important  steps 
being  stressed  in  most  States  is  periodic  inspection  of  garbage -feeding 
establishments.    So  far,  nine  States  are  Inspecting  all  garbage -feeding 
premises  on  a  semi-monthly  basis:    Arizona,  Connecticut,  Iowa,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Nebraska,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  and  Oregon*    Other  States  are 
setting  up  similar  procedures  as  rapidly  as  possible. 


'  d.  - 


General  application  of  seiai-monthlj  inspections  to  garloage  feeding 
premises  should  provide  more  accurate  information  on  the  true  e::tent  of  tha 
infection  and  help  suppress  outbreaks  l^efore  there  is  an  opport^onity  lor 
sp-^e-^d     I-feiny  of  the  VE  cases  are  TDei.ig  found  in  stoclr/arcis  or  other  puhlic 
concentration  points  vhere  regular  inspection  is  carried  out     V;nen  the 
disease  is  traced  to  its  source,  the  origin  is  usually  founa  to  Ids  among 
ear-bage-fed  svine.    Regular  inspections  should  detect  the  disease  on  the 
demises  of  origin.    As  of  August  26,  VE  had  heen  reported  ejnong^^O  gram- 
fed  herds,  522  garbage -fed  herds,  and  23^  ser^um  plants,  stock^^aras,  and 
packing  plants, 

European  PJD  Group  to  Arrive  Octo'ber  19 

Th-  Foremen  Operations  Administration  and  USDA's  Foreign  Agri- 
cult^ja-^l  Service  ar^  bringing  another  team  of  European  farm  radio  people 
to  this  country  in  Octoher  for  a  2-month^  study  of  our  BED  vork.  _iou  11  ^ 
recall  that  a  similar  group  came  to  this  country  last  spring.;  II/^a^'D  coopera-uea 
in  i^lanning  and  carr;3'ing  out  their  program,  and  that  project  seems  to  have 
heen  one  of  the  most  successful  foreign  training  projects  that  has  "been 
carried  out, 

FARED  is  also  cooperating  in  this,  neir  project.    At  present 
^Triting    the  team  is  expected  to  include  5  Y-ogoslavs,  2  Frenchmen,  1  Dane, 
1  Dutch!  and  1  Belgian.    They'll  arrive  Cctoher  19  and  he  in  this  ^  country/ 
until  December  I6.    The  only  item  on  their  schedule  that  is  definii^ely  set 
is  a  visit  to  Chicago  to  attend  the  KAtED  meetingc 

We  don't  knov  yet  vhich  KFD's  they'll  he  visiting,  "but  ve'll 
keeiD  -ou  informed  as  their  program  develops.    Dana  .Keynolds  of  FCa  ana 
Eoherta  Clark  of         are  working  on  the  project,  and  ve're  conorihuting 
our  "bit.    More  ahout  this  later,  . 

regional  Approach  to  International  Crop  Problem 

Dr.  Karl  S.  Quisenherry,  assistant  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  . 
Industry,  Soils,  dnd  Agricultural  Engineering,  spoke  this  v^eek  of  hoir 
international  cooperation  is  making  it  possible  for  scientists  to  approach  . 
crop  problems  on  a  regional  "basis.    Dr.  Quisenherry  spoke  hefore  tne  J.  S. 
Commission  for  UISSCO  in  Minneapolis. 

■  '    The  regional  a-pproach  is  hased  on  the  knowledge  that  plant  diseases, 
insects,  and  other  crop  hazards  do  not  recognize  State  or  national  lines.  The 
regional  a^DTDroach  was  first  tried  on  an  international  scale  in  the  improvement 
o-P  Eevea,  T natural  source  of  r.ihher.    For  the  past  few  years  tne_^U.  S.^ana  o 
lltin  American  co^ontries  have  cooperated  in  the  development  of  a  navea  indus- 
try for  the  western  hemisphere. 

More  recently  the  regional  approach  has  heen  used  in  the  search  for 
^rheats  vith  resistance  to  stem  rust  Pace  I5  B'  and  other  serious  aiseases.^^ 
U.  S,  research  workers  have  also  helped  organize  regional  programs  for  h;^'t)rid 
corn  production  and  grassland  improvement  in  Europe  and  the  I;ear  o^ast.- 


-  3  - 


For  Back{^roiind  on  Foreign  Trade 

A  couple  veeks  ago  ve  gave  you  some  recent  figures  showing  the 
extent  of  the  decline  in  this  country's  agricultural  exports.    You* 11  find 
more  details  and  "background  on  this  subject  in  the  September  issue  of  Foreign 
Agrici^JLture  I^gazine,  vhich  c-ame  out  this  week. 

The  September  edition  is  a  special  foreign  trade  issue  that  we 
believe  will  be  of  lasting  value  as  reference  material.    If  you  receive 
Foreign  Agriculture we  hope  you'll  take  a  good  look  at  this  issue;  if  you 
don't  get  the  magazine  and  want  this  edition^  let  us  laiow. 

Frank  Byrnes  Joins  Communications  Project 

Frank  Byrnes  will  leave  his  post  at  Ohio  State  University  in  early 
October  to  become  associate  director  of  the  National  Project  in  Agricultural 
Communications.    You'll  recall  that  the  executive  director  of  the  Project  is 
Stanley  Andrews,  former  Point  Four  Administrator  and  onetime  Director  of 
USDA's  old  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations « 

Frank  has  been  at  Ohio  State  since  19^8  and  has  been  agricultural 
editor  there  since  October  1950.    He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  planning 
the  communications  project  which  will  be  headquartered  at  Michigan  State 
College, 

Disaster  Area  Extended  to  3  Hew  States 

Secretary  Benson  this  week  announced  the  designa-tion  of  15 
Kentucky  counties,  k  Mississippi  counties,  and  l6  Llorth  Carolina  counties 
as  drought  disaster  counties.    These  states  had  not  previously  been  in  the 
designated  disaster  area. 

Network  Fam  and  Eome  Shows  September  26 

l^IBC  National  Farm  and  Eome  Hour. .  .Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  SDT.     "USDA  Headlines"  from  l.'ashington.    A  feature  on  Virginia's 
Feeder  Beef  Cattle  program, 

ABC  American  Farmer, . .Saturday  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m. 
EDT„     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  in  Washington,    A  USDA  feature  on 
"Strengthening  American  Agriculture  Through  Research  and  Education. " 

Among  Ourselves 

L'lal  Hansen  and  Bob  Miller  were  in  town  this  week  for  the  meeting 
of  Secretary  Benson's  advisory  cominittee  on  information.    1^1  is  getting 
ready  to  leave  by  air  October  1  on  UOW's  farmer  tour  of  Europe.    There'll  be 
110  farmers  in  four  airplanes. 

Also  saw  Ed  Slusarczyk,  WIBX,  Utica,  N,  Y.,  who  was  in  for  ti:e 
annual  fall  meeting  of  the  .^mierican  Agricultural  Editors  Association, 


-  k  - 


Charlie  Slate,  irBTVi,  Danville,  Va.,  and  Sric  Lund,  WLVA, 
LjTich'burG,  Ya,,  stopped  in  to  visit  Monday.    Charlie  is  getting  ready  to  go 
into  television  in  about  two  months. 

Jules  Eenaud  returned  to  the  office  this  veek.  after  a  couple 
veeks  binding  up  his  affairs  in  Alhuquerque ,    As  ve  told  you  earlier,  he 
has  taken  over  Boh  Crom's  television  duties, 

Phil  Alampi  on  September  Ik  missed  his  first  farm  nevs  program 
because  of  illness       and  it  vas  the  first  time  this  had  happened  in  eight 
years,    Ee  overslept  once,  and  missed  one  shoir  because  of  a  death  in  the 
family,  but  this  vas  the  first  time  he  missed  the  show  because  of  illness. 

Flagging,  to  YoLir  Attention.. . 

We're  mailing  to  ^'•ou  a  copy  of  SecDretary  Benson's  talk  at  Sau 
Claire,  ¥is«,  Saturday.    Also  Under  Seci-^tary  Morse's  talk  before  the 
Grain  aod  Feed  Dealers  national  Convention  at  Galveston,  Texas  nert  Tuesday, 

Gapen  Goes  to  Australia 

Well,  this*  11  be  the  last  time  for  a  few  weeks  that  I'll  be  ■^'Triting 
you.    I'm  leaving  Washington  on  this  Sunday,  September  20,  for  an  official 
business  trip  to  Australia  where  I'll  be  working  with  our  mutual  friend 
John  Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission.    Sorry  to  have 
been  so  late  in  letting  you  know  about  this  work  trip,  but  one  technical 
.  matter  about  the  trip  made  it  difficult  to  tell  you  about  it  before  this. 

At  thje  request  of  the  Goverrffioent  of  .-".ustralia,  I  have  the  assign- 
ment of  advising  on  agricultural  radio  prograniming  and  doing  some  agri- 
cultural extension  work  in  the  various  States  "down  under".    During  the  six 
weeks  in  Australia,  I'll  do  various  other  agricultuiral  assignments..  The 
Government  of  Australia  is  furnishing'  the  budget  for  all  expenses  outside 
this  countr;^', 

NAPFD  President  1^1  Hansen  has  asked  me  to  give  'ABC's  Jolm  Douglass 
the  best  wishes  of  the  Association.    That  I  will  do  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  because  John  thinks  very  highly  of  the  EFD's  up  hers  and  they  have 
a  great  respect  for  him  and  his  work. 


As  I'll  be  away  only  some  seven  weeks  I  should  be  back  in  time  to 
see  you  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Chicago, 

Cordially, 


Enclosures 

Fire  Pre v.  Week  Fact  Sheet 
Fire  Prev.  Week  Proclamation 


Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


RFO  LETT£R 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


Prom 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information - 


Dear  Eaclio  Farm  Director: 


of  Agriculture 


September  19^3 
Letter  Ko,  579 


In  his  speech  at  E3*i**fTaTre ^  ¥is,^  last  Saturday,  Secretary 
Benson  urged  farmers  to  tal:e  part  in  "grassroots"  discussions  of  farm 
policy,  .  ' 

He  said,  'Ve  are  going  to  the  people  for  their  ideas  on  the  kind  ■  . 
of  a  farm  programme  should  have  in  the  future,    w'e  are  asking  farmers, 
through  their  general  farm  organizations,  to  register  their  opinions.  Never 
before  have  farmers  themselves  had  such  an  invitation  and  such  an  opportunity, 
I  urge  you  to  participate  through  your  local  farm,  organization  in  discussions 
of  future  farm  programs,"  - 

Tl^is  Tfeek  Secretary  Benson  recorded  especially  for  RFD's  a  short 
statement  describing  the  farm  i:)rogram  studies  no\f  "being  carried  out  by  the 
Congress,  the  farm  organizations,  and  tjie  Dep^artment,  and  inviting  farmers 
to  participate c    The  tape  runs.  3:07a    If  you  want  it,  please  send  us  a 
blank  tape;  ve^ll  dub  and  shoot  It  right  back  to  you. 

Outlook  Conference  October  26-30 

The  31st  annual  Outlook  Conference  is  scheduled  for  October  26-30 
in  ITashlngton,    l.'e're  planning  to  provide  the  same  recording  services  from 
the  Conference  that  have  been  provided  in  other  shears.    If  you  vant  a 
recording,  from  the  Conference,  send  us  a  tape  and  tell  us  what  you  want, 
including  the  person  or  persons  to  be  interviewed  and  the  commodities  or 
type  of  subject  matter  you  want  covered.  ,.  '        '  ■; 

If  3'-ou  want  us  to  record  an  economist  from  your  State,  it  .also 
would  be  a  good  idea  to  contact  him  before  he  comes  in.    VJe'll  be  working 
with  the  Extension  folks  on  this, 

BAS  and  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  i-^ill  publish  outlook 
chart  books  as  they  have  done  in  past  yeaar's.    BAE  will  also  put  out  a  film 
strip  showing  the  charts  in  its  outlook  book. 

Watch  For. , .  :  '  ' 

The  monthly  agriculture  PM  report  to  be  out  next  V/ednesday, 


Film  Intervievs  of  U-H  Delegates  Planned 


The  national  Conmittee  on  Boys  and  Girls  CIuTd  Work  and  the  UBDA 
Motion  Picture  Ser^rice  have  made  arrangements  to  produce  and  film  inter- 
views of.  the  delegates  to  National  4-E  Congress  in  Chicago  for  use  on  tele- 
vision.   They'll  he  6  minutes  long,,. on  l6  mm  reversal  black  and  vhite  film,, 
and  you  can  "buy  one  for  $50.    An  individual  film  irill  he  made  for  each  EFD 
or  State  Extension  office  requesting  tlie  service, 

Hovever.  the  sen.'-ice  Mill  he  offered  only  if  30  orders  are  re- 
ceived "by  Cctoher  15.    So  if  you  vant  to  order  a  filmed  interview,  please 
advise  Joe  Tonkin,  jUxtension  Ser^rice ,  TJSDA,  Washington,  at  once*  Yoior 
official  order  should  go  to  the  National  Committee  on  Boys  ani  Girls  Cluh 
Work,  Chicago,  and  payment  shoudd  he  made  to  it. 

The  Eadio  and  Television  Committee  at  the  Congress  will  provide 
interviewers  ar^i  supervise  the  filming  operation,    A  room  at  the  Conrad 
Hilton  will  he  provided  hy  the  National  Committee  to  serve  as  a  filming 
studio  and  delegations  will  he  scheduled  in  much  the  same  manner  as  tape 
recording  has  heen  done  in  the  past.    It  is  plamied  to  schedule  tlie  filming 
for. Monday  and  Tuesday  (Nov,  30  and  Dec.  1)  of  the  Congress  so  that  the 
films  may  he  sent  out  air  express  collect  while  the  Cong2ress  is  going  on. 

To  save  time,  the  film  will  not  he  edited  hut  will  require  editing 
only  where  camera  lens  changes  have  heen  made.    Your  film  editor  can  edit 
the  few  frames  involvedr    A  suggested  run-down  sheet  for  the  filming  will  "be 
sent  in  advance  of  the  Congress  to  LFD's,  state  leaders,  and  editors  who 
indicate  th6y  plan  to  "use  tt.e  service. 

The  use  of  these  filmed  inteiviews  will  not  he  limited  to  tele- 
vision since  they  can  he  sho^ni  on  a  regular  l6  mm  sound  projector  at 
conferences  and  cluh  meetings.    Tell  Joe  right  aT:ay  if  you're  interested. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  Octoher  3 

T'lBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Eoujt,  .  e Saturday  originating  at  1:00 
to  1:30  p.m.  EDT,     "USDA  Headlines  from  Washington, " 

.ABC  /imerican  Farmer, ,  ,Saturda,y  originating  at  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  . 
EDT,     "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    The  feature  will  he  a  report  on 
tohacco  production  and  marketing  hroadcasting  from  a  warehouse  floor  in 
Durham,  N,  C,  with  Ted  Eyman, 

Calling  to  Your  Attention. , . 

We  mailed  you  the  full  text  of  Secretary  Benson's  talk  at  Sau 
Claire,  Wis-,,  last  Sat^jirday. ,  .also  his  talk  hefore  the  American  Bankers 
Association  in  Washington,  Tuesday,    We've  attached  a  hrief  of  the  Wash- 
ington talk. 

We've  mailed  you  Under  Secretary  Morse's  talks  at  Winston-Salem 
and  at  Galveston  this  \jeek.    We  recommend  especially  the  Galveston  talk  on 
"Feed  and  Livestock  Prohlems." 


-  3  - 


Nev  Year'book  to  "be  Out  Soon 

First  copies  of  the  1953  Agriculture  Yearbook  Plant  Diseases  are 
expected  vithin  a  fe"^-^  days,  •  Let  us  knovr  right  avay  if  you  would  like  to 
have  a  review  copy.    The  Department  plans  to  issue  a  release  for  October  11 
announcing  publication^  and  it  is  desired  that  no  public  coim^nt  be  made 
about  the  book's  contents  before  that  date,    Ve  already  have  a  number  of  re 
quests  from  EFD's,  and  we'll  take  care  of  them  as  soon  as  possible. 

Among  Ourselves  .  ' 

This  edition  of  the  Letter 'turned  out  to  be  sort  of  a  checklist  ' 
of  available  materials  and  services.    Don't  forget  to  let  us  know  if  you 
want  the  recoixiing  by  Secretary  Benson,  a  recording  from  the  Outlook 
Conference,  or  a  review  copy  of  the  1953  Agriculture  Yearbook,    And  write  • 
Joe  Tonkin  if  you're  interested  in  a  sound  film  interview  from  the  NationaJ. 
h-E  Club  Congii^ss,        '  .         .  .  . 

Ken  Gapen  left  Washington  Sunday  and  should  be  in  Australia  now 
sniff ing  peach  blossoms .  helping  with  the  lambing,  or  doing  whatever  they 
do  in  Australia  in  the  Spring. 


Enclosure: 

PS-FAO  News  Letter 


Sincerely, 
Don  Looper 

Eadio  and  Television  Service 


P,S.  ¥e're  mailing  tonight  a  report  on. the  Livestock  Advisory  I-feeting  here 
this  week. 


•  ^  - 

Excerpts  from  Address,  "by  Sec  retail  Benson  "bfef  ore  the  American  Bankers 
Association^  Washington,  D.  C,,  Tuesday,  Se^jt,  .22,  1953. 

It  is  an  old  American  principle  that' ve  should  leave  to  private 
enterprise  the  ^johs  that  private  enterprise  is  al^le  ajid  willing  to  do,  -This 
principle  was  espoused  hy  our  President  in  his  campaign  last  fall,  ' 

It  is  high  time,  we  had  'tills  awakening'  to  the  dangers  of  executive 
governmental  adventures  in,  busijless,  "loo  -great' centralization  of  power, .  and 
undue  depe.nience  on- pu"blic.  assistance  ,    In  our' agricultural  policy  we  seek 
to  counteract  this  dangerous;  trend,  . ''~^'  .  . 

^  -  '       ■      We  inlierited  falling  farm  prices  and  declining  farm  income.  Farm 
prices  fell  from  113  percent  of  parity  to  95  P^i'cent .  of  parity  in  the  two 
years  "before  last  January,    Since  then,  farm  prices  "have  averaged  93  or  9k 
percent  of  parity  every  month.    We  have  checked  .the  price  decline. 

We  inherited  falling  heef  prices,  declining  foreign  trade,  excess 
stocks  of  cotton,  wheat,  and  corn.    Moreover,  we  have  had  to  cope  with  a 
severe  drought.    We  have  attacked  all  these  prohlems  decisively  -  and  our 
actions  are  hearing  fruit. 

In  the  past  two  decades  we  have  passed  from  depression  to  war,  to 
peace,  to  war  again,  and  now  we  are  in  a  period  of  neither  peace  nor  war. 
The  adjustments  to  a  peacetime  economy  must  "be  met  by  all  economic  groups: 
industry,  lahor,  agriculture,  and  finance.    We  must  all  work  together  to 
make  the  change  orderly  and  easily,  .  . 

We  depend  greatl5'-  upon  hankers  to  assist  farmers  in  making  their 
adjustment.    You  hold  one  of  the  keys  to  the  door  of  agricultural  prosrjerity 
and  security.    We  look  to  you  for  thoughtful  and  constructive  action  in  ful- 
filling your  vital  role. 

Stay  with  your  farm  customers,  even  when  weather  or  economic  condi- 
tions make  deht  repajonent  less  favorable ,    Many  farmers  who  have  recently 
entered  agriculture  and  contracted  large  debts  are  finding  it  more  difficult 
to  repay  loans  now  than  when  farm  commodity  prices  were  rising.    Both  banker 
and  borrower  need  to  plan  carefully  in  meeting  the  adjustments  that  have 
arisen  because  of  drought  and  lower  farm  commodity  prices.    Bankers  for  the 
most  part  ho.ve  continued  to  carr;;,^  their  farm  borrowers  and  have  gone  to  the 
limit  in  taking  care  of  their  recurring  credit  needs,    I  am  sure  you  realize 
the  necessity  of  meeting  these  credit  requirements  to  maintain  a  sound 
agriculture. 

The  prospects  for  agriculture  are  good.    Employment  is  at  an  all- 
time  high.    The  farm  balance  sheet  is  extremely  favorable.    Population  is 
increasing  steadily,  providing  larger  markets  for  the  future.    Our  people  want 
good  diets,  even  better  diets  than  now.    The  rural  banks  are  faced  with  a 
wonderful  opportunity  to  strengthen  our  rural  economy, 

I  urge  you  to  continue  to  discoiirage  borrorring  based  upon  the  ex- 
pectation of  abnormally  high  or  rising  farm  land  and  commodity  prices.. 


